
MISSION: To share the love of Jesus with and through the people of Talbot County and beyond. 

Dear St. Mark’s Family, 

Although we’re already a month into the new year, it’s still 
not too late to wish you a “Happy New Year”!  We read in 
Isaiah 43:19:  “See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs 
up; do you not perceive it?”  When God uttered those words, 
His people were being held in captivity in Babylon.  They 
wondered if they would ever see their beloved homeland 
again.  In spite of their desperate times, God assured them 
that He was already at work to bring them back home. 

How wonderful to know that God is always doing something new!  And God 
will prosper what He does--that’s His promise.  In this new year, God invites us 
to look for and behold what He is doing.  Many times when a new year begins, 
we wonder to ourselves, “What will the new year bring?”.  How true it is that 
none of us knows what will happen in this new year.  But we know that God 
will make things happen.  God is always doing something new.  How thankful 
we are to experience what God is doing in each of us!  From the moment we 
place our faith and trust in Christ, God is at work to bring about a new creation. 

When God makes of us a new creation, amazing things happen.  We begin to 
hear with new ears.  We begin to see with new eyes.  We begin to work with 
new hands.  We begin to speak with a new tongue.  All of this is because God 
gives us a new heart--a heart redeemed and transformed from sin to holiness, 
from death to life.  God will be doing new things this year as we reach out to 
others in Christ’s name. 

2012 is the stage from which God will be at work in our lives and in St. Mark’s 
Church.  May we hold each other up in this new year, celebrating our gifts and 
respecting our differences.  Let’s be patient with one another and encourage one 
another as we behold the new things God has in store for us in this new year! 

       Pastor Wayne 
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Will you share your 
email address with us? 

If you have an email address 
and it is not registered with 
us or if your  email address 
has changed, would you 
please share it with us by 
emailing Susan Rabenhorst at 
susan@stmarkseaston.org. 
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  INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS  
FOR 2012 
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LIBRARY BOOK DISPLAY 
“ An investment in knowledge always pays the best inter-
est”, according to Benjamin Franklin.  The United Meth-
odist Women enjoy keeping informed and, to that end, 
they read and donate to St. Mark’s library a new group 
of books every year.  Several of this year’s books will be 
available on Sunday, February 26 in the hall outside the 
Gathering Area.  You are welcome to browse and take 
home any you find interesting.  We also have several new 
Patchwork Mysteries for those who like a “gentle” mys-
tery, thanks to the generosity of Sharon Maisano.   Come 
and see!     Fran Gosser 

  

St. Mark’s Preschool News  

Registration for 2012-13 has begun!  The preschool accepts children 
who are 2 years old by September 1 through Pre-K.  We offer 2, 3, 4 and 5 
day programs from 9am-12pm each day.  Stop by the p reschool office M-
F, 9-12, to pick up an application.  Call 410-822-0 078 for more informa-
tion. 

Open House  on Wednesday, February 8 from 9:30-11:30am. 
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February Meetings Schedule  

for Circles 

Mary Circle:  February 7, 10am, Polly Yowell’s 
home, 27949 Oaklands Circle 

Deborah Circle:  Will meet for coffee one morning 
in February.  Watch your email for info. 

Ruth Circle:  Monday, February 6, 10am, Wm. Hill 
Manor 

Sarah Circle:  Tuesday, February 14, 7pm, Rm. 
155, St. Mark’s UMC 

Please contact Sharon Maisano, our membership chairperson, for 
more information. Smaisano66@verizon.net or 410/770-5462   

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month in Room 155 at 
1pm.  New stitchers--crochet or knitting--are 
always welcome.  And monetary donations 
are always appreciated to help buy the yarn 
needed.  Please contact Ann Yingling at 410-
820-8592 for more information.  All women of 
the church are welcome!   
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BIRTHS                                                                                          
Clara Anna Wheedleton, daughter of Alan & Sarah Wheedleton, 
granddaughter of Burt & Betty Wheedleton on December 20.  

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO                                               
Rick Schumacher and family on the passing of his mother, Norma 
Schumacher.                                                                                     
The family of Carroll Morgan, Charter Member of St. Mark’s.                                                                                                                                                                               

PRAISES AND THANKSGIVING                                                                                                 
Betty Fleming, 7351 Playtors Cove Ct, on her birthday, January 30      
Dietrich Schulz, 28933 Jasper Ln., on his birthday, February 2       
Nettie Robinson, 411 Trippe Ave., on her birthday, February 16                                                                                                    
Louise Shelby, 7338 Casey Ave., on her birthday, February 24 

Thank you to all of the volunteers who rang the Salvation Army Bell 
on St. Mark’s Day at the Acme Grocery on December 9.  It was an 
effort of joy for all of us!  Jim Denny reported receiving $60 for the 
“kettle” from one lady who reported finding unexpected money.  Our 
thanks go to the Sydnor Family (Laura, Victoria, Jordan and Jack), 
Jim Denny, Jim Bottorf, Bob Guenther, Womack Winslow, the Dixon 
Family (Keith, Paula, Cooper).   David Heistand 

Al wants to extend his appreciation for everyone’s thoughts and 
prayers that helped him through his ordeal and Diane wants to thank 
all those who helped her during the Christmas Eve service.  All is well 
again with the Millers.  Thank you everyone.  Al & Diane Miller 

St Mark’s Scholarship Committee, I wanted to thank you for offering 
me a scholarship for UNC Asheville.  I am enjoying all of my studies 
as well as becoming involved.  Thanks again, Emily Merriken 

Carole Shadle and Prayer Shawl Ministry, Thank you for the beautiful 
baptism shawl.  I will treasure it always.  Love, Whitley Forbes 

To Pastor and Members.  Thank you so much for prayers and the use 
of God’s House.  Praying for the truth of God always.  With love, 
your Brother in Christ, Andrew Sherwood 

Rev. Grier & Staff, Thank you for allowing us to use your fellowship 
hall on Nov. 19 for our Suicide Survivors Memorial Night.  Your kind 
and hopeful message at the beginning of the night set the stage for the 
evening.  Even though it was a small gathering, we believe that if we 
touch just one person, it is worth the effort.  Thanks again for all that 
you and your staff do for our community.  God Bless, Jackie Davis 

God bless all of you who took time and money to think about me and 
provide such a full basket and the chicken for Thanksgiving.  Thank 
you from the bottom of my heart.  My husband passed away the end 
of May, and I didn’t know what I would do for this holiday.  People 
don’t seem to realize how difficult it could be.  So again, I want to 
thank all of you and pray you all share God’s Blessings.  That your 
family and friends share the love and laughter and joy you feel while 
giving to us here at St. Mark’s Village.  Sincerely, Julia Jerscheid, #33 

To all of you carriers who came on Saturday to deliver holiday 
goodies, be assured you are among my top ten Blessings this season 
of thanks.  I shall keep you in prayer now and forever.  Maryann 
Lucero, Apt. 68, St. Mark’s Village 

St. Mark’s Meth. Church members, Thank you so much for the food 
basket.  It was greatly appreciated.  Hope all of you have a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year!  Elizabeth Stenton #38 

I want to thank all the people from St. Mark’s church for the lovely 
Thanksgiving basket.  Catherine L.French, #1, St. Mark’s Village  

Many thanks for the basket and chicken.  Happy Thanksgiving, Mary 
H. Young, #16, St. Mark’s Village 

Your “gift basket” of food was most appreciated.  Thanks to all who 
took time out of their day to give a helping hand to others.  Ann 
Knutson, #72, St. Mark’s Village 

Dear Pastor Grier, Karen and all,  Enclosed please find our donation 
for use of your fellowship hall.  Everyone associated with your church 
community is a pleasure to work with.  We are delighted to consider 
St. Mark’s a partner as we spread the message of good mental health 
and help those with a mental illness lead happier, more productive 
lives.  Thank you, Happy New Year and God Bless, Jackie Davis, 
Mental Health Association  

I would like to thank Mrs. Della Andrew for the wonderful Christmas 
basket from the church and also thank Brad & Shari Powers for the 
wonderful Christmas breakfast basket. Doris and Sylvia Powell 

St. Mark’s, Thank you for the Christmas basket.  It was greatly 
appreciated.  Liz Gay, #35, St. Mark’s Village 

Pastor Wayne, Dr. Gil and members of St. Mark’s, We want to thank 
you all for the prayers and cards Win received after his kidney 
transplant.  As always we enjoyed Dr. Gil’s visit and his prayers for 
us.  The prayer shawl was great and is a reminder of all your prayers 
for us.  Not only are we Blessed to have received the great gift of a 
kidney but we are truly blessed to have our friends at St. Mark’s.  Win 
continues to improve each day.  We hope to see you soon at Sunday 
services.  We hope you all have a Blessed 2012.  Winnie & Polly 
Carroll                                                                                  

GIFTS TO THE GLORY OF GOD                                     
In memory of Norma Schumacher by Dorothy I. Hoover, 
Mr.&Mrs. James N. Denny, Eleanor Crowder, American 
Legion Aux. Unit #29, Katherine B. Allen, Mr.&Mrs. 
Laurence A. Nix, Jr., Margaret B. Wittich, Joan Christine 
Young, Mr.&Mrs. Robert N. Schumacher, Hannah E. Taleu, 
Barbara Scott Bond, The Robey Family, Caroline Memorial 
Ladies Auxiliary VFW Post 7937, Greensboro, Elizabeth A. 
Nix.                                                                                          
In Honor of the church staff by United Methodist Women.          
In memory of her parents, Bill and Dot Lyons and her 
brother Jeffery by Kay L. Ramsey.                                     
In memory of Joseph Yater by the Ruth Circle, Mr.&Mrs. 
Frank Polkinghorn.                                                                                             

            - LET US PRAY -  
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 St. Mark’s Safe Team’s purpose for establish-
ing the church’s polices and procedures is to 
demonstrate our absolute and unwavering com-
mitment to the physical safety and spiritual 
growth of all of our children and youth. 

Jim DeLaney, Maggie Mayo, Susan Schumacher, Paula Coulby 
Turner, Fred Pond, Rev. K. Wayne Grier, Angela Nestel, Becky 
Hoyer�

. 
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Holiday Food Baskets    Lee Royer and her 
sub-committee of workers assembled 25 Christ-
mas food baskets and delivered them to resi-
dents at St. Mark’s Village on Saturday, Decem-
ber 17.  Many thanks to all who contributed food 
for both the Thanksgiving and Christmas bas-
kets.  

Food Pantry   In the early fall, our food pantry 
was fairly low, but then donations from the 
UMW groups picked up plus The Talbot Bank 
collected both food & money for it.  There was 
also some food left over from the collections for 
the holiday food baskets plus St. Mark’s Nursery 
school collected for the pantry, so we were fairly 
well stocked.  THEN Boy Scout Troop #532 col-
lected food and Ernie Smith delivered a pickup 
load (159 bags) from their drive to Fellowship 
Hall on December 13.  After the Christmas food 
baskets were delivered that Saturday, the 17 th , 
Edith Hayman, Sarah Dunn (a friend of mine), 
and I got the bags of food from Fellowship Hall 
up into the pantry and unpacked as much as we 
could get onto the shelves.  We also put together 
a lot for the Interfaith Hunger Coalition’s soup 
kitchen, which Edith operates at Asbury Church 
this time of year.  We had to leave the rest of the  
food in the bags on the floor.  I got some of the 
large containers of food to the Chesapeake Cen-
ter for their group homes for disabled adults and 
some to the Eastern Shore Fresh Start program.  
After Christmas, Nancy Harrison helped me go 
through more of the bags and she took some food 
for clients at the T. C. Health Dept.  I have also 
gotten more food to Chesapeake Center and the 
E.S. Fresh Start, as well as to several individual 
families.  Earlier this month, I finished unpack-
ing all of the bags and again got the pastas and 
the regular size cans of vegetables to Edith Hay-
man for the soup kitchen.  With Nancy and Net-
tie Robinson’s help, we now have the pantry at  

 

 

St. Mark’s Village really full.  As the Village of-
fices were closed the week after Christmas,  
their pantry was also not open that week.  I 
asked Nettie to have the residents, who got food 
from the pantry there the first time in January, 
to get 15 items each instead of the regular 10.  
In summary, as I told Edith, we have had a good  
problem--lots of food to get to people who can 
really use it.  Many thanks to all who continue 
to support our pantry so generously. 

Bless the Children   St. Mark’s again partici-
pated in a community project called Bless the 
Children, whose purpose is to provide gifts for 
children in Talbot County who have an incarcer-
ated parent.  Sheila Scott did the buying, wrap-
ping and delivery for our committee of gifts 
again this year for 10 of these children. 

Thrift Shop   Lee Royer reports that so far in 
January the shop has had very good sales.  They 
can especially use donations of women’s plus 
size clothing, men & women’s socks, gloves, half 
slips, cook books, jewelry, blankets, linens and 
kitchen cook ware & plates. 

Local Mission Partners    This is the time of 
year that we ask our Local Mission Partners to 
update their profile form for us.  Early in Janu-
ary, Judy Lawrence emailed them a copy of their 
form from last year to do this.  I will be distrib-
uting these at our next meeting in preparation 
for a member of our committee visiting with 
each of our 20 LMPs.  

Mission Committee Meeting   Our next meet-
ing is February 13.  In addition to distributing 
the LMP forms, we will review sub-committee 
assignments for the coming year, receive reports 
from the sub-committees, review a draft mis-
sions budget for 2012, and receive reports on our 
foreign missions projects. 

    Della Andrew, Chair 
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HEADS UP!  The Talbot County Interfaith 
Winter Shelter for the Homeless (TIS) will 
be coming to St. Mark’s from March 11 to 
March 25 this year.  The program houses 
five homeless individuals overnight and ro-
tates locations among various faith-based 
facilities from December to April, relying on 
volunteers for the needed staffing.  Helping 
to offer warm beds and good food to home-
less guests from our local area is part of our 
hands-on missions at St. Mark’s.   

To cover our two weeks of hosting the 
homeless, we will need both men and 
women to take evening or overnight shifts 
to stay with our guests, as well as individu-
als or groups to sign up to bring in hot din-
ners, donate carry-out lunch bag supplies, 

do laundry and help with set-up and tear-
down of the equipment needed. 

My co co-ordinator for this year’s TIS at St. 
Mark’s is Wendy Dyott.  She and/or I will  
be happy to answer any questions that you 
may have.  More specifics will be an-
nounced on Sunday, February 12, and vol-
unteer sign-up sheets will be available in 
the gathering area following each service on 
that day.  (If you will not be available to 
sign up for helping with TIS in the coming 
weeks but would be available in March and 
want to volunteer, please feel free to call 
Barbara--410-763-7263 or Wendy--410-822-
1034.)   

  Barbara Friedman, TIS Coordinator  

TIS Homeless Shelter Program  
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Pancake Supper, February 21, 2012 

          5:00 PM TO 7:00 PM  

In Fellowship Hall 

Adults: $ 6.00 , Children under 12 $ 3.00 

(payable at door) 
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St. Mark’s Scholarship Committee Update 

The church Scholarship Committee has formed and 
will be moving forward with plans for this year’s 
fund campaign and contact plan for students in Feb-
ruary.  The Committee is concerned at this time with 
encouraging all members of the church family to 
give serious consideration to making an investment 
in the future of our children and students by donating 
to the Scholarship Fund.  We all know that we are in 
difficult financial times...this certainly impacts not 
only the students who can certainly use financial as-

sistance, but also those in the congregation who have 
been gracious in the past with donations to the 
Scholarship Fund.  The Scholarship Committee is 
seeking your help!  Checks should be made out to 
the St. Mark’s Scholarship Fund and forwarded to 
the church office.  More details about the application 
and selection process will be posted beginning in 
March.  Jim De Laney is serving as chair this year.  
He can be reached at 410-763-7490 or 
jdconed@verizon.net  for questions and suggestions.  
Please help our students and families NOW!  Thank 
you!  
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MEET OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

   Becky & Charlie Hoyer               Jackie & David Dianich 

 

Becky, our new part-time Youth Leader, and her hus-
band Charlie are fairly new to the Eastern Shore, h av-
ing moved to Easton in May.  Becky grew up in CT, 
Charlie in St. Louis, and they met as students at 
Coastal Carolina University in Myrtle Beach.  Both 
earned Bachelor’s degrees in Business and moved to 
Nashville after graduation.  They lived in Nashvill e for 
two years and then moved to Annapolis for a few 
months before beginning the search for a home to bu y.  
They fell in love with the quaintness of Easton and  the 
rest is history.  They are working hard making im-
provements on their new home.  Pet lovers, they hav e a 
cat and two dogs and enjoy walking their dogs aroun d 
town. 

 Charlie worked in restaurant management, then in t he 
mortgage industry, and now is an Account Manager fo r 
Mid-Atlantic Waste Systems.  He is an avid runner a nd 
a huge Cardinals’ fan. 

 Becky worked as an Assistant Manager for Hertz, th en 
as a Program Manager for Stewart Transportation and , 
for the last year and a half, as a Personal Banker for 
Bank of America. She loves being back near the wate r 
and, in what little spare time she has, enjoys hors eback 
riding and playing the guitar. 

Charlie and Becky became Christians while in colleg e 
and say their lives changed drastically at that poi nt.  
They attend the 9:30 service and look forward to me et-
ing more of the church family.  Becky has “hit the 
ground running” with the youth and looks forward to  
sharing her faith and enthusiasm with them. 

David, a native of Newark, DE, and Jackie, a native  of New Cas-
tle, DE, have been active members of our church sin ce 1985 
when they moved to Talbot Co.  They built their hom e in Royal 
Oak in 1986. 

 David has served as Chair of the Scholarship Commi ttee and as 
a greeter.  He was instrumental in the research and  acquisition 
of the large screen projection system in the sanctu ary and sug-
gested many years ago that we wear name tags on Sun day (and 
encourages everyone to do so!).  David attends the 9:30 service 
and the Park service.  He is a graduate of Michigan  State, UCLA 
and G.W. University, having earned his doctorate at  the latter.  
David retired from the Air Force in 1978, after ser ving 20 years.  
He then became an educator, serving as Chair of the  Business 
School at Salisbury U. and then  teaching at the U.  of Baltimore.  
In “retirement”, David has been a small business ow ner/
inventor, claiming the Boat Pool/Nettle Net and Tra ck It TV 
among his inventions.  He still owns the latter. 

Jackie graduated from VA Intermont College, the U. of DE and 
Salisbury U.  She owned Visual Creations, Inc. , a PR/
advertising business for 28 years.  She has been th e PR Coordi-
nator at St. Mark's for over 12 years, has served o n the Adminis-
trative  Board, Chaired the SPRC and the 2009 AND 2 011 
Spring Fling Auction/Dinner (and did an amazing job  both 
times!), sings in the Chancel Choir, and has been a  member of 
the Koinonia Class for 26 years. 

David and Jackie will celebrate their 50 th  wedding anniversary 
this year and are proud parents of Kari and Lauren.   They enjoy 
their two grandsons, Gavin (12) and Eric (9) who li ve in Easton.  
They treasure their church family and all that St. Mark's  has to 
offer.  Thank you both for all you’ve done over the  years to pro-
mote St. Mark's. 
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Weekly 
SUNDAY                                                                                
8:15 (Chapel), 9:30 & 11:00AM (Sanctuary) —Worship Services 
9:30 Sunday school for all ages                                                   
10:35AM Children’s Choir                                                            
5PM Jr.& Sr. High Youth                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
MONDAY                                                                        
8:00PM—CODA 

TUESDAY                                                                                 
9:15AM Chapel time—4’s&3’s                                                                    
WEDNESDAY                                                                                                                                 
10AM Prayer Group                 3pm Jr. High Yout h                                                                            
6:30PM Overtones                                                            
THURSDAY                                                                          
7PM Chancel Choir 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 3 

 

4 

 

5 

9:30am Confirma-
tion Class 

 

6 

 10am Ruth Circle 

 

 

7 

10am Mary Circle 

 

6:30pm Disciple 2 

8 

9:30-11:30 Pre-
school Open 
House 

9 

  

 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

9:30am Confirma-
tion Class 

 

13 

 

14 

6:30 Disciple 2 

7pm Sarah Circle 

15  

1pm Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

9:30am Confirma-
tion Class 

 

20 21 5pm Shrove 
Tues. Supper 

6:30pm Disciple 2 

7pm Bd. Of Trus-
tees 

22  ASH 
WEDNESDAY 

9:30am Com-
munion in the 
Chapel 

23  24 

6pm Family Fun 
Night! 

 

25 

26 

9:30am Confirma-
tion Class 

27 28 

6:30pm Disciple 2 

29 

9:30-10am Com-
munion in the 
Chapel 

 

 

  



RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

  ����� �
 Rev. K. Wayne Grier, Pastor 

Dr. Gilbert Anderson, Minister of Visitation 

 Dr. Jack Giguere, Teaching Pastor in Residence 

Robert Huntington,  Director of Music 

Angie Nestel, Director of Christian Education 

Judy Lawrence, Program Administrator 

Dr. William F. Wharton,  Organist 

Ellen Barry Grunden,  9:30 Worship Leader 

Ellen Wallace, Director of Preschool 

Becky Hoyer,  Youth Leader 

Karen Reed, Office Manager 

Patricia Visgaitis, Bookkeeper  

William Gunther, Building Superintendent 

Phone: 410-822-0001 

Fax: 410-822-0002 
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U.S.  POSTAGE                
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St. Mark’s United Methodist Church 

100 Peachblossom Road 

Easton, MD 21601 
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